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for the month. I do not say that there Is no one
from that profession who can call himself a priest
In the real sense of the word. I refer to the majority
of them, whom I regard as unfit for the office they
hold. It is a sad thought that these uncultured,
ignorant specimens of our race should be found in
such large numbers among the clergy. It is a
gross, though a true, reflection on the state of
religion in my country.
I begin to realise the significance of the vision In
Nehru's mind. I realise, too, that Ms way alone is the
way of our salvation, for the problems of India grow
in confusion the more they are discussed on any
religious basis. Only on the platform of economics
can they be satisfactorily thrashed out.
Yet what of the millions ? What about the old
gate-keeper at the Custom House sheds at Karachi ?
What about the others like him ? Are they to be
denied the only satisfaction they can get out of life
born as they are into this world a servient people^
slaves of illiteracy, slaves of poverty and of disease,
slaves also of the Empire of which they are subjects?
What about them ? Will they ever be able to
realise that a higher standard of living, unemploy-
ment benefits, health insurance are worth more than
the promises of priests for a safe Passage to Heaven on
Judgment Day? They are at best only mediocre peo-
ple. And mediocrity is, after all, what religions cater for.
I remember expressing that sentiment to Frank
Q